i4o                     THE AGE OF REASON
There was no Pope to crown him at Rome, for (after the
death of Clement XIII) the tedious process of election was
going on.
The personality of Frederick II of Prussia threw its glamour
over Joseph as over all the men of the latter half of the eighteenth
century. Joseph had a picture of the great ICing above his bed,
and, like Frederick, he lived a Spartan life, military, business-
like, loveless. In 1766 Russia and Turkey were at war; the
Russian eagles were approaching the Danube, and Maria
Theresa had said they must never cross that stream. Frederick
of Prussia was an ally of Russia, but he did not wish to be
drawn into another ' Seven Years War ' with Austria; he did
not wish to risk the loss of Silesia again. So he proposed to
Joseph II a meeting at the fortress of Neisse, in Silesia. The
sovereigns met, and established agreement. Next year they
met again at Neustadt, in Moravia. The Prince de Ligne, who
was present in Joseph's suite, wrote: " The Emperor took the
opportunity of abandoning himself to the personal admiration
which he had conceived for the King of Prussia.5' Frederick,
with the ironical hypocrisy that was natural to him, wore the
white uniform of the Austrian Army, and was polite and
deferential. He was a great snuffer. The snuff fell down and
stained the white tunic. The Prince de Ligne's explanation that
Frederick wore the white tunic of the Emperor so as not to
remind the Austrians of the Prussian blue, which they had too
often seen on the field of battle, will scarcely obtain credit.
The Emperor was more at his ease with the King than the King
was with the Emperor. At supper, however, they became
natural and cheerful. " This was one of the gayest and most
agreeable suppers at which I was ever present," wrote the
Prince de Ligne. " The amiability of two so superior men,
both frequently experiencing astonishment at finding them-
selves together, was one of the most agreeable things that
could be imagined/**
The conference resulted in Turkey accepting, through
Frederick's pressure, the mediation of Austria in the Russo-
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